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Food producers that want so serve markets with high consumer sensitivity to food produced from or with 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) to design their production processes in a way that avoids 
unintentional mixing of conventional with GM food ingredients. Otherwise they risk loosing business 
opportunities or have to accept a reduction in prices consumers are ready to pay for their products. 
Producers also have to make sure their suppliers provide them with non-GM ingredients. 

The definition of GM-food usually is laid down by legislation. In countries where authorization of GM-food is 
mandatory, producers have to make sure that no traces of unauthorized GM-food are in their products. 
Also, in many jurisdictions, they have to label their foods containing authorized GM-food ingredients in 
amounts higher than a specific threshold. In some jurisdictions, food operators who would like to label their 
food as GMO-free as well as organic producers have to fulfil additional requirements. 

Besides these basic requirements, some countries also establish specific post-marketing monitoring 
systems, sometimes called traceability. Basically, these systems require food operators to document the 
presence of GM-food ingredients at the various steps of food processing, to pass on this documents to 
downstream food operators and to keep this information on record for a certain period of time. Importers 
have to make sure that at the place of importation they get this information from their suppliers. 

While legislation puts down basic definitions and requirements as well as requires documentation of the 
various production steps, it leaves to food operators the ways in which they make sure that their production 
processes remain free of „GM-contamination“ or how they control what GM-ingredients get in their foods 
(identity preservation). A range of providers is offering services to help such producers. Private 
standardization organizations’ guidelines are increasingly used. This reflects a general development in the 
food industry where large food operators increalsingly use standards going beyond legislative requirements. 

In effect, this leads to a complicated gamut of public and private standards and regulation as well as 
regulatory activities that have not been addressed enough by scholars so far. Research on the effects of 
these developments on the food industry and consumers both in developed as well as developing countries 
has provided first insights. This workshop at the World Trade Institute, Berne, will start exploring these 
issues under the specific trade angle. It is devoted both to legal as well as economic issues and will bring 
together legal and economic experts with stakeholders from businesses and civil society organizations. 

 



 

Conference Program 

 

Friday, May 4, 2007 

Morning session:  Setting the stage: the interplay of  
(begins at 9:00) private standards and governmental 

regulation 

With input by Monika Tothova (OECD), Luc 
Zonneveld (FLO, invited) 

Discussion moderated by Thomas Cottier (WTI) 

Afternoon session: International legal perspective With inputs by Christiane Wolff (WTO) and 
Bernard O’Connor (O’Connor and Co) 

Discussion moderated by Daniel Wüger  (WTI) 

Saturday, May 5, 2007 

Morning session:  Economic effects of private  
(begins at 9:00) standards 

With inputs by GianCarlo Moschini (Iowa State) 
and Jo Swinnen (University of Leuven) 

Discussion moderated by Susette Biber-Klemm 
(WTI) 

Afternoon session: Food governance: political economy 
of private standards 

With inputs by Stefano Ponte (DIIS) and Robert 
Falkner (LSE)  

Discussion moderated by Gary Horlick (Wilmer 
Hale) 

 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming you in Berne. Please register with the attached form. 

  

 

Daniel Wüger 

Senior Research Fellow, IP9 



 

Registration Form 

IP 9 Biotechnology and International Trade Workshop: “Governmental Regulation, Identity Preservation and 
Private Standards –GM-products in the food chain”, May 4 and 5, 2007; World Trade Institute, Berne. 

Contribution towards expenses for lunch and coffee is 30 SFr. a day. The participation in the conference 
dinner on Friday night is 50 SFr. We are not charging a conference fee. 

Please fax this form to the following number: +41 31 631 36 30; or email to stephan.deutsch@wti.org   

 

1. Personal Information 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Title:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Affiliation: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Fax:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Accomodation 

We can make a hotel reservation for you upon request (Hotel Pergola). Rates are SFr. 120 a night on week-
ends (Friday/Saturday night) and SFr. 140 on other days for a single room. Please contact Stephan 
Deutsch (Stephan.Deutsch@wti.org, +41 31 534 4969) in case you would like us to make a reservation. 

 

3. Meals 

I will attend the conference:  Friday, May 4, 2007    

   Saturday, May 5, 2007    

I will attend the conference dinner on Friday night:     

 

Please indicate special dietary requirements:   _______________________________________________ 

 

Please note that conference participants are not covered by any insurance during their stay in 
Berne, please make sure your personal insurance details are updated and valid for Switzerland 

 
Please make your payment in advance of the conference. The following information is required to 
successfully transfer funds by wire: 

Bank Name: Valiant Bank, 3001 Bern 
Clearing Nr. 6300 
Swift: VABECH22 
IBAN CH69 0630 0016 6141 3230 2 
Account Number: 16 6.141.323.02 
Account Name: World Trade Institute Foundation 


