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Invitation 

Dear Madam,  
Dear Sir, 
 

It is a pleasure to invite you to the NCCR Trade Regulation Brown Bag Seminar on “Exposure 

assessment for nanoparticles: The ‘other’ side of the risk equation” by Natalie von Götz, ETH 

Zurich. 

 

Abstract 

The classical risk assessment for chemicals includes the assessment of exposure and identification 

of toxicological endpoints. However, exposure assessments very often suffer from a lack of data 

(Sheldon & Cohen Hubal, 2009), and the fact that the toxicological target is not yet specified. In the 

case of engineered nanoparticles (ENP), an additional issue arises: various parameters, such as size, 

composition or shape, have been found to influence the toxicological effects, and most ENP 

contained in market products have property distributions rather than defined physical properties.  

 

Therefore, our exposure assessment for ENP includes the definition of realistic placeholders for 

different ENP species (Lorenz et al., 2009). The model scenarios are tailored to these placeholders. 

We kept our approach generic, with the advantage that it may be translated to exposure 

assessments of other new substances with partly unknown properties and that newly available 

information can easily be introduced into the model. 

 



 

Biography of the speaker 

Dr rer. nat. Natalie von Götz (ETHZ) is senior scientist at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology 

Zurich in the Safety and Environmental Technology Group. Since 2008 she has been leading a 

research group for modelling consumer exposure to chemicals of concern. A chemist by training, 

she worked for ten years at the chemical company BASF as an expert on the fate of pesticides in 

the environment, as laboratory manager for environmental exposure studies on pesticides and as 

environmental exposure modeller. At that time, she was part of national and international working 

groups on pesticide guidelines (e.g. the EPPO working group on Guidance for measurement and 

regulation of pesticides in air) and headed the scientific work group "water expert team BASF". 

Her research interests encompass the development of methodology for consumer exposure 

modelling, assessing aggregate consumer exposure to chemicals of concern (e.g. EDC, 

Nanoparticles) as well as translating academic insights into information useful for decision makers. 

 

Please feel free to forward this invitation. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us. 

More information related to the event can be found at: http://www.nccr-trade.org/events/brownbag/  

Participation is free of charge, no registration is needed.  

 

 

We warmly welcome you to join our seminar at the World Trade Institute!  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

François Rossé 
 

Junior Research Fellow 

NCCR Trade Regulation 

World Trade Institute (WTI) 
Hallerstrasse 6 
3012 Bern, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 31 631 32 70 
Fax: +41 31 631 36 30 
Email: francois.rosse@wti.org 
 
NCCR Trade Regulation Brown Bag Seminars are informal 45-minute presentations, given by external 
or in-house researchers. The presentations are followed by a 45-minute Q&A session and/or group 
discussion. Everyone is welcome to join and, in general, it is not necessary to sign up. The Brown Bag 
concept comes from the US; it means that people bring their own lunch (in a brown bag...) and eat it 
during the presentation. 
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