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Invitation

Dear Madam, 
Dear Sir,

It is a pleasure to invite you to the NCCR Trade Regulation Brown Bag Seminar on “Globalization 

and  the  Political  Role  of  the  Firm:  Implications  for  Corporate  Governance” by  Anselm 

Schneider, NCCR/CCRS at the University of Zurich.

Abstract

Present-day  discussion  of  corporate  governance  is  mainly  centred  on  the  relationship  of 
shareholders  and  management.  However,  this  view  neglects  the  fundamental  changes  of  the 
operating conditions of business due to globalization and the weakening of regulatory frameworks. 
These developments change the role of business, rendering it a political actor in part. Furthermore, 
the very assumptions of dominant corporate governance theory are challenged.
As a result, the legitimacy of corporations and of the economic system is at stake in many instances. 
Whereas in  the  traditional  view,  corporate governance safeguarded organizational  legitimacy  by 
assuring organizational efficiency and thereby contributed to societal welfare and the legitimacy of 
the economic system as a whole, this congruence is not seen when legal and regulatory frameworks 
are insufficient or absent.
Drawing on suggestions to restore organizational legitimacy by means of discursive processes, I 
argue  that  corporate  governance  needs  to  become  open  to  such  processes  to  safeguard 
organizational legitimacy and therewith the legitimacy of the economic system in a globalized world. 
Based on these considerations, I will introduce basic requirements as well as limits for modification 
of current corporate governance practice.



Biography of the Speaker

Anselm Schneider  studied economics at the Freie Universität  Berlin.  Since 2008 he has been a 

researcher at the Center for Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability at the University of Zurich 
(CCRS)  conducting  research  on  Corporate  Social  Responsibility  (CSR)  and  sustainability.  As  a 

doctoral student in the NCCR Work Package 1: Trade Governance, he is currently working on his 
PhD project 'Corporate Governance and Human Rights in a Globalized Economy' under supervision 

of Prof. Scherer at the University of Zurich.

Please feel free to forward this invitation. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us. 
More information related to the event can be found at: http://www.nccr-trade.org/conferences-and-

events/brown-bag-seminars.html. Participation is free of charge, no registration is needed. 

We warmly welcome you to join our seminar at the World Trade Institute! 

Yours sincerely,

François Rossé

Junior Research Fellow

NCCR Trade Regulation

World Trade Institute (WTI)
Hallerstrasse 6
3012 Bern, Switzerland
Phone: +41 31 631 32 70
Fax: +41 31 631 36 30
Email: francois.rosse@wti.org

NCCR Trade Regulation Brown Bag Seminars are informal 45-minute presentations, given by external  
or in-house researchers. The presentations are followed by a 45-minute Q&A session and/or group 
discussion. Everyone is welcome to join and, in general, it is not necessary to sign up. The Brown Bag 
concept comes from the US; it means that people bring their own lunch (in a brown bag...) and eat it 
during the presentation.
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